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a chance to express his "private world of meanings, significances,
patterns, and feelings." Standardized personality tests like ques-
tionnaires tell little about active and dynamic individual per-
sonality, Frank says. When a person tells what a cloud looks like
to him, or gives his own interpretation of a picture containing
people, he "projects" into it something of his own personality.
If he interprets several items in the same general way, this may
reveal important trends of thinking, attitude, interest, and
emotion.

The "inkblot test" prepared by HERMANN RORSGHACH, a
Swiss psychiatrist, is the best known projective technique. It
consists of ten cards, each containing a rather elaborate inkblot.
Five blots are in color, five in gray and black. Subjects study

A  TYPICAL  INKBLOT
one blot at a time and tell what each resembles. They can rumi-
nate as long as they like over each card. The examiner records
their responses, then shows the cards a second time asking the
subjects to elaborate ambiguous interpretations and explain
which parts of the inkblots led to their responses.